194 me, I would find a dear, open path ahead of me j before
dying I would bring great joy to the world, to everybody
in the world, he emphasized, and my greatest enemy
would bow down before me and beg my forgiveness. He
said that I would enjoy before my death the greatest hon-
ors, the greatest rewards which man can confer upon man.
I would make three trips to the Orient where, among
other things, I would meet a man who would understand
me as no one had and that this meeting was absolutely
indispensable for the both of us; That on my last visit to
the Orient I would never return, neither would I die,
but vanish in the light, ^interrupted him 'here to ask if
he meant by that that I would be immortal, through my
works or my deeds, and he answered solemnly and most
significantly that he did not, that he meant simply and
literally that I would never die. At this I confess I felt
startled and I glanced at Katsimbalis, without saying a
word, to make sure that I had heard correctly.
He went on to tell me that there were signs and indi-
cations given which he himself could not understand but
which he would relate to me exactly as they were given.
Not at all surprised by this I begged him to do so, adding
that I would understand quite well myself. He was par-
ticularly baffled, and impressed, it seemed, by the fact
that I had all the signs of divinity and at the same time
my feet were chained to the earth. He paused to explain
- himself to Katsimbalis in Greek, obviously quite moved
• and obviously fearful to offer an interpretation of which
he' was not certain. Turning to me again he made it dear,
both by his speech and by his words, that he considered
it a rare privilege to be in the presence of such a one as
myself. He confessed that he had'jiever seen the indica-
tions for such a splendid career as now lay before me. He
asked impertinently if I had not escaped death several
times. "In fact," he added, hardly waiting for confirma-

